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was actually designed with colleague, Houston Colvin, 
and was created for a family friend while he was still at 
the College of Architecture and Design at the University 
of Michigan.

Shortly after graduation and beginning his architectural 
practice, Ward was called upon to serve as an architect 
for the U.S. Military in Mexico from 1942 to 1945. Swarts 
resumed his independent architectural practice in Ypsi-
lanti after returning from Mexico in 1945. He designed 
houses and public buildings predominantly in the Ann 
Arbor/Ypsilanti area until 1956 when he formed a part-
nership with Gwen Morhous. Together, they operated 
under the name of Swarts and Morhous until 1958.

Local public buildings designed by Ward Swarts include 
the Ypsilanti Board of Commerce, the Dr. Harris Medical 
Building, Trinity Baptist Church, and the Ypsilanti Police 
Station. In 1959, Swarts left Michigan and his architec-
tural practice behind to accept the position of Director 
of Architectural Projects at Colonial Williamsburg. Here 
he served in this capacity from 1960 until 1971 when he 
was forced to retire due to complications from a burst 
appendix three years prior. During this time in Virginia, 
Ward and LaRae raised their two children Stephen, and 
Susan, and saw them graduate from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary.

Ward and LaRae Swarts returned home to Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan in 1973 after a fourteen year absence. That year marked 
a new beginning for once more serving their local commu-
nity. LaRae served as the Museum Director at the Ypsilanti 
Historical Society for four years, and both Ward and LaRae 
served on the Board of Directors of the Ypsilanti Historical 
Society. In this capacity, Ward spent countless hours provid-
ing architectural advice to local historic home owners. As a 
restoration architect, he was also involved in the creation of 
the Ypsilanti Historic District in 1973. He also designed the 
space that currently holds the Ypsilanti Room and former 
Gift Shop at the museum. In 1977, Ward and LaRae Swarts 
moved back to Reston, Virginia to finish out their retirement 
in a warmer climate and live close their daughter, Susan. 
Ward passed away in 1979.

(Michael Newberry graduated with a Masters degree in  
Historic Preservation from Eastern Michigan University).

Don’t miss visiting Ypsilanti’s museums
Michigan Firehouse Museum 110 W. Cross St.

Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum 100 E. Cross St.

Ypsilanti Historical Museum & Archives 200 N. Huron St.

Yankee Air Museum Willow Run Airport
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Ward G. Swarts
Local Architect 

By Michael Newberry
Reprinted with permission  
The Gleanings Spring 2010

Ward G. Swarts, local architect, 
designed over fifty residential 
houses in southeast Michigan 
from 1939 to 1959. At least for-
ty of these houses were built in  
Ypsilanti and nine were built in Ann 
Arbor. Many of his house designs 
produced contemporary buildings 
with a traditional and symmetrical 
approach. Many of his floor plans 
were traditional as well (center hall 
plans etc.).

Ward Swarts was born in Auburn, 
Indiana in 1906 and married 
LaRae Foote, also from Auburn, 
on September 2, 1928. Ward be-
gan his college career as a Pre-Med 
student at DePauw University but 
soon discovered his love for archi-
tecture after dissecting frogs didn’t 
pan out so well. Shortly after they 
were married, Ward and LaRae 
moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
and Ward began attending classes 
at the College of Architecture and 
Design at the University of Michi-
gan. Ward received his degree 
from the University of Michigan 
in 1935, and the couple moved 
to Port Huron to wait the required 
time before taking the State Board 
examination for Architects. Upon 
passing the board examination, 
Ward and LaRae moved to Ypsi-
lanti where Ward set up an inde-
pendent practice. His first house 

2017 Historic Home Tour
Focusing on Local Architect Ward Swarts
The upcoming 2017 Historic Home 
Tour, will be held on Sunday, June 25. 
This year the tour will present an archi-
tectural tour of Ward Swarts’ homes in 
the Ypsilanti area.  These are mid-cen-
tury designed homes with a contempo-
rary flair for the time they were built, as 
well as traditional floor plans accommo-
dating his clients wants and needs quite 
well.  At least forty homes have been 
identified in the Ypsilanti area and we 
will be showcasing four of those homes 

and a few other venues we’re sure you’ll 
enjoy. Homeowner Kathy Bodary and 
her husband Mike are proud owners of 
one of these homes, and will be opening 
their home up this year for tour goers. 

If you are interested in volunteering or 
becoming a sponsor for the upcoming 
home tour please fill out the form on 
page 3 or contact MJ Dennison (482-
6140 mjdogpwr@gmail.com) and get 
involved.

40th Annual
Historic Architectural 

Home Tour
Sunday, June 25th

• Save the Date •
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   ach year the Heritage Foundation compiles a list of “Good       
         News” in Ypsilanti. This year we once again have quite 
a list of good things that are happening in our neighborhoods.

216 North Washington, major repair of small, historic, one of 
a kind barn.

116 & 118 West Michigan, the former Ypsilanti bicycle shop,is 
constructing new historically appropriate storefronts.

The Thompson Building was sold in January 2017, to Jon 
Carlson and his partner Greg Lobdell, of the Ann Arbor-based 
development company 2mission. They have had crews and 
structural engineers inspecting and evaluating the building to 
see what can be saved and what needs immediate repair.

219 North Huron, our only cobblestone house, has appropri-
ate new front steps and railings – well done!
At 10 North Washington the inappropriate wooden ‘awning’ 
has been removed and the original façade revealed and re-
stored – looking good!

The former Ted’s Electric at 307 North River is now the home 
of Cultivate Coffee & Tap House and across the street, at 306 
North River, Hyperion Coffee Company is flourishing.  Stop 
by!

At Highland Cemetery, in partnership with DTE, a large array 
of solar panels has been installed at the extreme northeast 
end of the property.  The resulting annual payments from DTE 
will fund some of the cemetery’s most pressing needs. 

Ypsilanti Freighthouse booked its first event on March 14th
received news that The City of Ypsilanti, MI and the Friends 
of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse have been selected to receive 
a joint Michigan Historic Preservation Network 2017 Gov-
ernment/Institution Award for the Restoration of the Yp-
silanti Freighthouse.“The award is presented to agencies, 
cities and/or institutions who by their actions have accom-
plished significant positive changes in the historic preserva-
tion climate and activities which have made a significant 
contribution to the preservation of Michigan’s heritage.” 
Congratulations to the City of Ypsi and to the hardworking 
FOYF Board of Directors!

The Starkweather Chapel is receiving some much needed 
repairs for it’s stablization. Plans are in the works to restore 
the chapel so it can be used again.

New windows have been installed at the Riverside Arts 
Center Off Center on North Huron – the existing original 
transoms have been retained. The Off Center has also in-
stalled a new furnace and air conditioning as well as drapes 
for acoustics and sun glare. It has also become the main 
headquarters of FLY Children’s Art Center.

New murals around the city. City Hall, Ypsilanti Community 
High School Murals at Curries Barbershop on Harriett and 
Finesse 1 on Michigan Avenue.
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40th Annual Historic Home Tour
Sponsor Opportunities

ADS
q  Full Back Cover - color (4.75 x 7.5)................................... $500
q Half Page (4.75 x 3.625).................................................... $250
q Quarter Page (2.25 x 3.625) ............................................. $125
q Eighth Page (2.25 x 1.75) .................................................... $75

(please send ads to Pattie Harrington - pklharrington@gmail.com

LISTING in the Ticket Brochure
q  Underwriter $100 & higher 3 lines  of  copy
q  Patron $50-$99 2 lines of copy
q  Sponsor $25-$49 1 line of copy

Please check sponsor level & indicate amount enclosed $________

Please indiate how you would like to be listed in the brochure  
(approximately 70 characters per line)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Name _________________________________________ 
         individual, organization, or business

Address ________________________________________

 ________________________________________

Email  ________________________________________

Please return this form & payment 
 Checks payable to:  Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation
 Mail to: Jan Arps-Prundeanu 
  7778 Base Lake Road | Dexter, MI 48130
 or Email form to:  janarps60@gmail.com 
with payment via PayPal:   Ypsilantiheritage@gmail.com

The annual home tour is the Ypsilanti 
Heritage Foundation’s major fundraiser 
and this year a portion of the funds 
raised will support a few projects,
the Riverside Arts Center window  
renovation, Starkweather Chapel  
renovation and the Towner House as 
well as contributing to the EMU intern 
program that acts as support staff to 
the Ypsilanti Historic District  
Commission.

Thank You  
for your continued support!

One of many Ward Swarts houses in the 
Ypsilanti community.

2016 was the year for paint brushes!  

•  200 East Cross now has paint colors very 
appropriate for this Craftsman style house.

•  306 East Cross is freshly painted in a 
handsome color.

•  309 North Park has a new porch and a 
new paint job.

•  The paint job at 315 High makes this 
neighborhood more colorful than ever!

• 520 North Hamilton is recently repainted 
in its lovely color – and notice the gor-
geous, original front door.

• 40 East Cross looks great in its new colors.

• 302 North Hamilton’s new paint colors 
highlight its handsome details. 

• 116 Maple is beautiful in new colors and 
detail work.

•  The Corner Health Center has been 
freshly painted.

Thanks and good luck to all the new businesses that have opened this year!

And to everyone who has tucked petunias, marigolds, impatiens, and zinnias into 
alleys, window boxes, hanging baskets, and wonderful little nooks and crannies all 
over town, THANK YOU!
Thanks to everyone who works to make Ypsilanti a better place to live: police, fire 
fighters, city manager, mayor and city council, city departments, city employees , 
boards and commissions.
And, as always, SPECIAL THANKS to all those folks who quietly and faithfully main-
tain their properties, who sweep and water, pick up and plant, repair and paint. 
If we missed mentioning you, know that without your effort Ypsilanti wouldn’t be 
the great place it is!


















