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& Celtic Garden Imports

O

n Wednesday March 25, at 7:30 p.m.,
John Cullen, owner of Dexter’s Celtic
Gardens and Celtic Garden Imports, will
speak on Origin of Design: The Story of a
Garden to the Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation,
at the Ladies’ Literary Club, 218 North
Washington Street. Cullen’s talk and Power
Point presentation will focus on the stonechapel garden he replicated for last year’s
Singapore Garden Show, where he represented the United States.
Cullen grew up in Detroit and Grosse
Ile, where he was inspired by Watercroft
Gardens, which is part of a Michigan
Centennial Farm. He majored in literature at

the University of Michigan, working as a gardener to pay his tuition. He is self-taught,
although he studied stonework in Ireland at
County Heath’s famed Cornerstone School
of Stone Building and Restoration. Cullen
also learned his craft by working with wellknown garden designers.
Cullen’s philosophy of gardening is
“God makes, man shapes.” He believes that
“the heart of gardening is a collaborative
effort,” and says, “I try to weave together
both nature and inspiration until I feel the
desired effect has been achieved.” Cullen
describes himself as a “period gardener who
strives to marry the formal, man-made gar-

dens to the natural surroundings.”
Cullen also admits to being a “designoriented gardener and not a plantsman.” He
experienced the architectural bones of
European gardens during winter trips and
says that the bare trees and sleeping perennials influenced him as a designer. “Our
trademark has become the hardscape,” he
says.
The Irish countryside is Cullen’s primary muse. “There exists in Ireland a frugal
splendor that is unparalleled around the
world,” he writes on Celtic Gardens’ Web
site. “Its ancient monastic communities, with
their ecclesiastical remnants, are my greatest
source of inspiration.”
Celtic Gardens is a design-construction
firm and Celtic Garden Imports sells antique
garden ornaments and stone, mostly from
Europe. Celtic Gardens is described on its
Web site as being known for its “dedication
to detailed design, quality plant and building
materials, superior installation, and garden
perpetuation.”
In 2007 Celtic Gardens won Best in
Show and the Daily People’s Choice Award
at the Philadelphia Flower Show.
We are lucky to live in the same county with this exciting gardener, whose goal is
to become the best gardener in America,
and his businesses.
Please join us on March 25. The public
is welcome and refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Penny Schreiber at
(734) 483-5688.
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Three Community Groups

Preserving the History of Ypsilanti
Ypsilanti has always been a town strongly interested in its history. It ís not surprising,
that there are several history-related organizations functioning in the community.

hree separate community groups are
associated with the history of Ypsilanti:
the Ypsilanti Historical Society, the
Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation, and the
Ypsilanti Historic District Commission.
Perhaps the following will help clear up the
confusion which often exists about the nature
of these groups and what role each plays in
our community.

T

Ypsilanti Historical Society is
a membership organization, open to all
interested persons. The Societyís focus is
on Ypsilanti history in terms of people and
events. Founded in 1965, the Historical
Society operates the Historical Museum
and Archives and gathers facts and artifacts related to Ypsilanti history. Ypsilanti
was fortunate, for some time, to have had
a City Historian. In the 1950s, Ypsilanti
City Council created the position of City
Historian, a position which was filled first
by Louis White, then by Foster Fletcher,
then by Doris Milliman, and then by James
Mann. The City Historian had the duty to
collect and preserve items of historical
interest to the Ypsilanti area. The
Historical Museum collections were first
housed in the old Quirk mansion at 206
North Huron, later moved to the basement

of the building on
Michigan Avenue
which is now the
downtown branch
of the Ypsilanti
District Library and,
in 1970, moved
into the Cityowned historic
house at 220 North
Huron Street. In
2007, the Historical Society bought the
building from the City. The Archives,
located in the lower level of the Museum,
is an extremely valuable resource, containing pictures and information on significant
persons, buildings, and events in Ypsilanti
history. For more information, visit the
Museum and Archives at 220 North Huron
or call 482-4990.

Ypsilanti Heritage
Foundation is also a membership
organization, open to all interested persons. Its focus is on Ypsilanti history in
terms of buildings - in other words, historic preservation. The Foundation was
formed in 1974 to encourage the preservation of historic structures in Ypsilanti by
educating the community to the beauty
and continued use of Ypsilanti’s rich variety

of such buildings. The Foundation is
responsible for the “Historic Structure”
markers on many of our buildings and for
bi-monthly educational programs concerning historic preservation. The Foundation’s
major fund raiser is the annual Historic
Home Tour, held during Heritage Festival
each August.

Historic District Commission
is a City administrative agency, created by
City Council in 1978 to administer the
Historic District Ordinance. The Com-mission is composed of seven members,
appointed by the Mayor with the concurrence of City Council. The Commission
meets twice a month to review all applications for building permits in the Historic
District for work which will have an exterior effect. Work cannot begin until it has
been approved by the Commission. All
Commission members must be residents
of Ypsilanti. The majority of them reside in
the Historic District.
•••
Each of these history-related organizations
makes unique and significant contributions to the preservation of Ypsilanti history. Together, their work assures that our
past will always be part of our future.
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Ypsilanti Heritage
Foundation Supports
Local Projects
from Home Tour
Proceeds

Last fall, the YHF spent just under $10,000 to support the renovation of the Freighthouse and the installation of the historic
Hill Auditorium box office at the Riverside Arts Center. The
foundation provided a match for a Certified Local Government
grant for the Freighthouse and also donated the proceeds
from its August home tour to be set aside for an eventual
rain-garden installation at the Freighthouse. The money for the
RAC box office was given in support of a grant from the
Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs.

Riverside Arts Center
Box Office Complete

O

n Thursday, February 12th, 2009 the Riverside Arts Center
dedicated its new elevator and stair connector as well as
the newly expanded theatre lobby. A main feature of the
new lobby is the beautifully restored box office window from
the University of Michigan’s Hill Auditorium. The restoration
of the ticket window was accomplished through a donation
of $2,500 from the Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation.
The window was part of Hill Auditorium, designed by
famed Detroit architect Albert Kahn, that originally opened
in 1913. Between 2002 and 2004, Hill underwent a $40 million restoration and relocated its box office from the front of
the building to a new addition on the west facade. As a
result, The Christman Company, arranged to give the original box office to Barry LaRue. LaRue, current President of
the Riverside Arts Center and board member of the YHF, had
visions of reinstalling the historic ticket window. The materials were stored at the Arts Center until the lobby restoration
began in December of 2008.
The windows saw the ticket buying public transact
business for 80 years and will now serve a similar purpose in
downtown Ypsilanti. We encourage all of our friends to
patronize Riverside and to take a good look at this “new”
artifact in our midst. Suffice it to say, the Riverside Arts
Center supporters are excited about the future and grateful
to the agencies, foundations and friends who have contributed to the success of the Riverside Arts Center!

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation
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Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation
Board Members
Hank Prebys, President
Joe Mattimoe, Treasurer
Jan Arps-Prundeanu
Pattie Harrington
Barry LaRue
Bill Nickels
Bonnie Penet
Don Randazzo
Jane Schmiedeke
Penny Schreiber
Andrea Webber

See you at the General Meeting - Wednesday, March 25, 7:30 pm
Heritage News is the newsletter of the Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation. It is published five times a year: September, November, January, March and May, and distributed, free of
charge, to the membership by mail, and made available to the public at City Hall, Farmers’ Market and various business locations in the three business districts in the City.

The Annual YHF
Marker Award Banquet
will take place on
May 20th

Historic House Markers

Yes!
I would like to support preservation and
become a member of the Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation.
Please check the appropriate box and return with your
check to:
Joe Mattimoe, YHF Treasurer
301 N. Grove, Ypsilanti, MI 48198

Nominate a home or building for this special award

Students & Seniors $5

You can nominate a home or building for this special award.

Individual $10

Here are the criteria used by the
committee:
• The building is within the boundaries of the City of Ypsilanti.
• The building predates 1950 and
has an identifiable architectural
style.
• The building is well and appropriately maintained (maybe it has
just been rehabilitated).
• The grounds are maintained.
• If it is a rental property, the property has had appropriate maintenance for at least two years.
• The building has been developed
sensitively.

One-of-a-kind markers are possible
in order to recognize the preservation and stabilization of a significant or high-profile building that
has had a history of mistreatment.
These will be selected after a caseby-case review.
If you would like to nominate a
building for a Historic Marker designation send (before April 1,2009)
a very brief description of the
building and its address to:
Don Randazzo
Chair, YHF Marker Committee
6101 Hitchingham Road
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
e-mail: drandazzo@provide.net

Family $15
Contributing $25
Supporting $50
Sustaining $100
Lifetime $1,000
Name________________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City_______________State______ Zip_____________
Phone_______________________________________
e-mail______________________________________

