Heritage News

Heritage News is the newsletter of the YPSILANT!I HERITAGE FOUN-
DATION. It is published five times a year: September, November, January,
March and May; and distributed, free of charge, to the membership by mail,
and made availabie to the public at City Hall, Farmers’ Market, and various
business locations in the three business districts in the City.
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MEETING: Tuesday, January 27, 1987 - 7:30 pm

LOCATION: The Coffee Shop, The Freight House Market
Depot Tpun. Ypsitanti

PROGRAM:- HOH T0 GLUE A CHAIR, and other Chair Care talk

SPEAKER: David Saffer, Owner,
0ld Brick Quality Refinishing, Ann Arbor

Who doesn't have an old chair - in the kitchen, the attic, the basement - that
needs repair? Some of us, indeed, have far too many of them. We think we'll
get rid of them - in a yard sale, perhaps, or just leave them on the margin
for the trashman; but some romantic notion restrains us. "Got to get rid of
these chairs”, we say - but don't really mean it. Some have been-around so
long we've grown attached to them; others have stories attached to them - and
we can't let go of the memories.

If you're a chair saver, this month's Heritage Foundation program is for you!
Dave Saffer, an expert in putting furniture back together, no matter what the
devastation, has agreed to come and talk with us - in a KIND OF SHOW AND TELL
DEMONSTRATION - about the proper way to giue a chair - and perhaps make other
repairs, as well. Individual questions will be welcomed.

THIS WILL BE A SHORT, UNCOMPLICATED PROGRAM, MOST ASSUREDLY WELL UNDER- AN
HOUR !

- Incidentally, Dave used to teach in the English Department at EMU. With an

M.A. from Wisconsin and all the credits for a Ph.D. except the dissertation,
he decided to give it up and work with his hands. He considers one of the.
Tuckiest periods of his Tife the time he became owner of his own refinishifg
business, buying out 01d Brick Antiques. Since then, he has never looked back
- and you can find him daily in his shop at 500 Detroit, just across the side
street from Zingerman's

A SHORT BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
will precede Dave's presentation, and ...

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERYED!
Join.us - no charge! - énd BRING A FRIEND!
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DOWNTOMWN ENTRANCES TO BE SPRUCED (JUNIPERED,
HAWTHORNED?) UP!

A1l signals are "GO", come April this year,
as downtown entrances get a face 1ift. N.
J. Johnson Associates of Ann Arbor have
designed new signage, 1logo, and - most
important and impressive - landscaping at
the three crucial entrances to downtown
Ypsilanti. At the west entry at Michigan
and Adams, there will be plantings of dwarf
red-leaf dogwood, honey locusts, and Jjuni-
per, with raised flower beds, both sides,
in front of our library. The community
fountain, too, will become the focus of a
semicircular seating area, with plant-
ings, including flowering pears and yew.
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Another planting of trees, flowers, and
shrubs will hide the raw parking now seen
at the corner of South Huron and Ferris.
Finally, the eastern gateway, the river's
edge at the Mainstreet Restaurant and
Materials Unlimited, will make a much
stronger statement announcing your arrival
in Historic Downtown Ypsilanti. There will
be ground Tighting of all the colorful
plants and signage, welcoming you to down-
town. Maintenance of these plantings will
be subcontracted out to a professional
firm. Sue Mosey at the Main Street office,
7 South MWashington, has the plans for
anyone's perusal. Thanks, Sue! ©

CALL YOUR EDITOR! Items of interest
you wish to see in the HERITAGE NEWS, call:

JACK HARRIS, Editor, 485-2155,
or send them, or write him at
510 Pearl, Ypsilanti, MI 48197.
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OTHER IMPROVEMENTS, BOTH GREAT AND SMALL,
TO ANTICIPATE IN 1987:

B The miracle on West Cross Street: the re-
habilitation of WELCH HALL. There's al-
ready a dumpster beside an open window on
the west side of that venerable landmark!
Louis G. Redstone & Associates of Livonia,
who have done noteable projects of this
kind, have been selected as architects,
with Ypsilanti architect Denis Schmiedeke

as restoration consultant.

YHF's old friend, Jim Westfall, writes from
his home in Florida that he's "glad to read
that Welch Hall is to be rehabilitated. 1
went through the grades there - then went
to Ypsi High". Wonder how many others have
similar memories. Suggestion: let's have a
reunion party and celebration upon com~
pletion of the Welch Hall project!

B The GILBERT HOUSE on North Grove will
also soon be the site of mighty action from
the Brothers White, restorers of historic
properties. (continued next page)
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After five years of efforts to market the
property and many more years of community
efforts to save the building, the City has
signed an agreement with the Whites, who
are two mighty hardworking guys. Neighbor-
hood folk will find them always there with
ready smiles and friendly greetings as they
proceed with their monumental task. We all
owe those in City Hall, and everyone else
concerned with the project, a BIG THANK YOU
for the hard work and cooperation in get-

ting this difficult project off the ground )

before that East Side Tandmark sank into
the ground.  Wonder of wonders - let's
watch it happen it '87!

What more could we ask for in the way of
Preservation Pleasures to look forward to
in 19872

Bl Well, Sue Dickinson confides that the
situation has never looked so promising for
a breakthrough in the Rehabilitation-of-
the-Depot Dream. Let's "Keep Everything
Crossed"”, think positive, and rally behind
our City in its commitment to transform the
Impossible Dream into a LIVING reality! <

MORE GOOD THINGS IN THE OFFING...

B The campaign is on right now at EMU to
fund the building of the Martin Luther King
Memorial Garden between Boone and Welch
Halls, essentially where the historic
fountain used to stand. Ypsilanti's lib-
eral tradition, stretching back before the
Civil War and crossing all poltitical part-
ies, will find a fitting statement in this
proposed tribute to the great leader.

M Let's anticipate another Festival of
Lights in Riverside Park to make those
longest evenings of 1987 sparkle with joy
in Ypsilanti, an encore of this past year's
stunning success!

B A new Paint Technology Center, re-
placing the present one in Chicago, is now
under construction at the SE corner of
EMU's campus at Forest and Lowell. Let's
wetcome all those new staff members coming
from the Windy City to the City of Lights!
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M Let's also anticipate the completion of
the new water system in the city, the
reconstruction of torn up streets and
sidewalks, and an improved service all
around.

M Let's urge the City to consider those
vacant lots spotted here and there around
town and urge the powers that be to make a
more concerted effort to save the best of
the buildings that might otherwise be lost,
either by keeping them intact and in place
(our first choice) or by moving them to new
sites. We have seen too many unfortunate
demolitions in recent years. Let's reverse
this pattern in 1987!

M In a stunningly appropriate way, EMU
will celebrate Michigan's Sesquicentennial
by moving onto the campus and restoring a
one room schoolhouse. It will be rehabil-
itated to serve as a museum of education
for the oldest teachers' college west of
the Alleghenies! Congratulations, EMU, and
thank you!

B Let's all work harder toward the 1987
Heritage Festival, one worthy to complement
the State's Sesquicentennial Celebration.

MAKE 1987
ANOTHER YEAR OF PROGRESS IN YPSILANTI !

MARK YOUR CALENDAR & YOTE in the PRIMARY
FEBRUARY 16

The Heritage Foundation is not a political
action group. Expect no official endorse-
ment of candidates in the present race for
mayor of Ypsilanti or the election of Coun-
¢il members. The Foundation is, rather, an
educational group dedicated to historic
preservation as it will best promote and
enhance the welfare of the citizens of
Ypsilanti. We do urge you, however, to:

CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE CANDIDATES
and
WHAT THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS,
and
THEIR® POSITIONS on HISTORIC PRESERYATION
have been, and
YOTE YOUR CONSCIENCE!



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IN THE YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation, founded Please send your check, payable to the

in 1974, is a non-profit organization de- YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION, to:
voted to education about, and support of,

Ypsilanti's historic resources. MARY WARNER, Treasurer
Membership is $3 for students and senior Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation
citizens, $10 for individuals, and $15 for 510 Roosevelt

families. Ypsilanti, MI 48197
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MEETING : Tuesday, March 24, 1987 - 7:30 pm

LOCATION : The Coffee Shop, the Freight House
Depot Town, Ypsilanti

PROGRAM : PAINT, Its Evolution and Uses

SPEAKER : John A. Gordon, Director
' Center for Coating Technology
Eastern Michigan University

PLANNING TO PAINT YOUR HOUSE OR BUILDING THIS SUMMER? -
DOING A LITTLE SPRING REDECORATING?
WANT SOME INSPIRATION - AND EXPERT ADYICE? FREE?

This may be just the program you're looking for. Mr. Gordon is
certainly an expert on the subject of paints. He comes to us with
fifty years' experience in the paint business - in Berkeley and San
Francisco, as well as working at Monsanto in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, and elsewhere across the country. When he retired in
1978, he accepted a- teaching position in paint technology at the
University of Missouri and, from there - to our good fortune - he
came to Eastern Michigan. ' '

JOHN GORDON KNOWS HIS SUBJECT - and he will talk with us in layman's
terms about paints, their evolution from lead and oil base to the
modern alternatives, what to look for and expect, the pitfalls, the

reasons why one paint is better than another, and when. He will use o

slides to illustrate. If you have QUESTIONS, bring them!

In addition, just for fun, we will have color charts for those who
haven't decided what colors to select for their next project and
want some friendly advice. Bring your own charts, too, if you have
them. Let's fire ourselves up for spring redecorating!

BRING A FRIEND, or three or four!
This should be a pleasant, informal, fun, but INSTRUCTIVE MEETING!

FREE AND OPEN TG THE PUBLIC!
Refreshments will be served.

Fdede ok
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YPSILANTI IS MAKING IT HAPPEN ... THIS YEAR!

B HURON RIVER CORRIDOR FOOT BRIDGE. Sue Dickinsen,

City Economic Development Speciaiist, reports the
designs for a pedestrian bridee under the Michigan
Avenue bridge, over the Hurom, are underway, with Aprit
funding possible. And, why not?  Why shotldn't the

mighty Huron be fully accessible for public p‘ieasure: as
are sc many riverfront developments in other Michigan
cities and towns? Keep onto it, Sue!

M FOUR STAR RESTAURAKT IN. DEPOT. TOWN? That's what Sue
: Dickinson expects, when plans are finalized for the
" rehabilitation of Depet Town's namesake, the depot it-
self. Developers are negotiating with Amtrak and have
executed & purchase agreement, with the help of Rep.
William Ford, D-Taylor. Now the plan is toc spend about
two months designing the restaurant, taking care that
they meet all the certification requirements of state
authorities. Then, they will meet with the local His-
toric District Commission to review plans for the ex-
terior. MWouldn't that be the cat's meow for Depot Town
{and a11 vYpsilanti?). There'll be dancing in the
_ streets down there if that becomes a reality during the
state's sesquicentennial year! Realistically, however,
preparation of constructicn plans and specifications,
their approvals, and construction will stretch it well
into next year at the extreme earliest.

B GILBERT HOUSE REHOVATION IN SIGHT.

Steve White, one

of the brothers who worked out an agreemert with the
City to convert the Gilbert Mansion into luxury apart-
ments, spcke with enthusiasm with Sue Bickinson recently
about the progress they were making in their design

.plans for the building. They are hoping that work will
be underway by the lst of April! We hope so0, too, guys:
you have wide community support in this all-but-impossi-
ble dream! <

IT JUST HAPPENED IN YPSILANTI... THIS YEAR!

B NEW APPOINTMENTS TO YPSILANTI HDC. With the retire-

ments of Jack Harris and Scott Diels, two mnew ap-
pointaents to the Ypsilanti Historic District Commission
have been made by Mayor Murdock and approved by City
Council. Historic District resident and preservationist
carpenter, Barry LaRue, replaces Harris. Harry Terpsira,
architect and Yankee Air Force enthusiast, replaces
Diels. A wark welcome to them both, and much gratitude
tc Scott, whose quiet competence was so valuable and to
Jack, an original member of the Commission, who served
ably as vice~chair for nine years, will be screly missed.

B YPSILANTIAN ON COUKTY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION.

Denis Schmiedeke, Ypsilanti architect, was recently
appoirted to the Washtenaw County Historic District
Commission, was immediately elected ¥ice-Chairman, anc
is heading efforts in the desiyn and production of me-
tallic markers for significant historic structures in
those areas of the county outside of incorperated towns
and villages in the county. -— -~ = -~ oo o

I MASONIC TEMPLE SOLD 70 MATERIALS UNLIMITED. Reynold

Lowe, owner of MATERIALS UNLIMITED, has purchased the
vacated Masonic Temple on Korth Buren at the feot of
Peart and will use it for overflow of his ever expanding
antiques and architectural supplies house. Who mnwre
than Reynold keeps the name of Ypsilanti in the eyes and
ears of the public, both regionally and nationally?

Bravo for Lowe, the Temple building, and Ypsitanti!

M BUILDINGS OF YPSILANTI, a sesquicential overview,
written by Denis Schmiedeke,

is the title of a copyrighted, limited edition manu-
script of Ypsitanti architecture prepared for a volume
to be entitled Buildings of Michigan which will become &
component to a series of some 70 volumes entitled
Buildings of the United States. This monumental under-
Taking -¥5 —co-sponsored by --the-National -Endownment for
the Humanities, The Society of Architectural Historianms,
and the Oxford University Press of the USA. The Michi-
gan volume is one of the first five titles schedul-
ed for publication and will be compiled by the Bureazu of
History, Michigan Department of State, and other spe-
cialists in the architectural history of the state.

The Ypsilanti material comprises descriptions and
histories of some 50 buildings. In addition to the
buildings, historical digests are included on Highland
Cemetary and EMU, as well as the city. Hot all of the
material will be included in the Buildings of Michigan.

The selection of buildings was based on such criteria
as state of repair, integrity of style, ownership by
probinent citizens, harmonicus composition of several
styles, or on the uniqueness of non-buildings, such as
the Water Tower and the Cross Street Replacement Bridge.
Badly deteriorated structures, those under current
rehabilitation, and those missing significant archi-
tectural elements basic to their style were not con-
sidered. Correspondingly, those having inappropriate
additions, modifications, or questionable interpretive
alterations to accommodate new uses were alsoc omitted.

{continued on next page)
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Only existing structures are included. Some of the
most spectacular ever built in the community have long
been lost to natural
ball, and insensitive “progress." What is included,
however, protrays a dramatic account, chronological in
order by locale, of the architectural design evolution
for more than 150 years in the community.

A copy is on reserve at the Ypsitanti Historical
Museum and the archives of EMU. Later, copies will be
made available at the Ypsilanti Library and the Bentley
Historical Collections on the Campus of the University
of Michigan., <

MEANWHILE... THINGS ARE HAPPENING UP AT EMU, TOO!

M ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE UPDATE. Hear ye! Hear ye! Al
those who remember, as does your editor, those early
years attending the one room school, TAKE NOTE! AN
those who missed such a formative experience, we'll
forgive you, yet HARKEN! EMU's long-standing goal to
set up & one room school on- the campus s about to
hecome a reality. In fact, it will be Eastern's con-
tribution to Michigan's Sesquicentennial Cetebration.

in fact, the Umiversity has committed itself to the
relecating of the old Geddes S5chool on Morgan Road to
somewhere on the central campus, site yet to be decided.

Dean Rockwell chairs the project. 1t bhas been his
dream for a tong while amd is now doing his best to
make it a reality. He has the support of the President,
Mrs. Porter as Yice-Chair, along with Rich Baird. The
project, however, once established, muist survive on its
own, supported by outside funding.

Dr. Scott Westerman, Dean of the College of Educa-
tion, is also a member of the working committee. He
sees it as an important adjunct to the teaching of the
history of education and an important wvisual symbol of
Eastern's tradition for excellence in that field.

Dr. Judy Williston, our Foundation Refreshments Chaie
and Director of Child Development at Eastern, is also an
enthusiastic member, working out practical uses of it.

Nat Edmunds, Jack Harris, Scott Diels, and Dan Klen-
czar of Eastern's Planning and Development office, all
serve on the Restoration Sub—committee, set wp to pro-
tect the fabric of the building.

The structure represents a perfect example of the one
room schoo! in Michigan: clapboard with cut-stone foun-
dation; three windows evenly spaced, on either side;
centered front porch with turned posts and brackets with
one simple star cut into each; a corbeled brick chimney
near the back of. the gable; 'a belfry (delapidated but
restorable); and a wooden flag pole at the front edge of
the gable - the flag cbvicusly let up and down each day
from 2 pulley attached to the front porch.

Lest we forget - the school will be an immediate,
daily reminder to students and staff alike of our proud
history in the field of education. It should prove a
forceful tool in creating awareness of time and place,
and a tiving teaching aid for students who will use it.

Fundraising and community support are a major concern
and will continue to be until the project is fully
established. Amyone who finds that this project strikes
a chord of sympathy, anyone who feels that it will
contribute to Ypsitanti's long-established reputation as
a center for quality education, as the place which for
decades sent out well-qualified young people to teach in
the one room schoolhouses of Michigan and elsewhere,
should think seriously about supporting THIS PROJECT.

Funding drives will soon be underway. Anyone wishing
to contribute c¢an address checks to the Development
Office at Eastern, specifying that the money is for the
One Room Schoolhouse Restoration Project., Also, anyone
interested is welcome to attend the next committee
meeting, Saturday, March 21, at 9:00 am, McKenny Union.

disasters, fires, the wrecking’

W STARKWEATHER'S NEW HANDICAP RAMP TRIUMPH OF DESIGN &

CRAFTSMAMSHIP. Looking for a pleasant spring walk?
Hike up to EMU's Historic District (the popular hangout
for students on sun-filled days) and take a good look at
the handsome new handicap access ramp that extends from
the new front porch arcund the tower and down in the
direction of Sherzer Hall. A newcomer tc campus would
hardly guess that anything has recently been added to
the building, so well does the project blend into the
originat. Dan Klenczar at the Physical Plant reports
that the stone (to exactly match existing) had to be
"imported' from Minnesota, but the pointing was done by
a local craftsman, who matched the original pointing to
perfection. Congratulations to ali those involved in
this essential project, proof that such a necessity can
be an attraction, rather than a detraction. EMU, BE
PROUD ¢

Bl WEECH HALL REHABILTATION, UPDATE. As we reported in

our last issue, Louis G. Redstone and Associates of
Livonia have been selected as the architectural firm to
rehabiilitate Welch Hali. Some shoring up has been done,
but the University is proceeding cautiously: since the
project is federally funded, they intend to be wvery
careful to have all plans fully approved before any
major work begins. BE PATIENT! <

OTHER HAPPENINGS BEYOND TOWN AND CAMPUS...

8 THE WRIGHT PEOPLE, April 9-12, is the name of a

symposium and festival celebrating the clients of
Frank Licyd Wright and the manufacturers of his designs,
which will be held in Ann Arbor at the Rackham Bu11d:ng
and at Domino's Farms.

Hosted by the College of Architecture and Urban
Planning at the University of Michigan in conjunction-
with Domino's Pizza, Inc., the conference is made pos-
sible by the generosity of Thomas 5. Monaghan, a Tife-
long disciple of Frank Lloyd MWright and owner of
Domino's Pizza.

During the course of his independent career of over
sixty-six years, Frank Lloyd Wright was helped enror-
mously by a large number of perceptive and far-seeing
clients, and warked closely with several prominent
manufacturers, for whom he produced important designs.

This conference will bring together important resi-
dential clients and representatives of firms which
commissioned him to design textiles and furniture. Both
individuals and companies will discuss how they came to
commission Wright and their relationships with him.

Among the clients will be Mr. & Mrs, Wililiam Palmer,
of Ann Arbor; Edgar Kaufman, Jr., former owner of the
world famous "FALLINGWATER," in Pennsylvania; andeSteel-
case, Inc., the company that fabricated the original
furniture in the Johnson Wax World -Headquarters in
Racine, Wisconsin, and now restoring the Meyer May House
in Grand Rapids.

The keynote speaker will be Vincent Scully, Jr.
{Sterling professor of Art History, Yale University, and
Wright authority) on Friday night at 8:00pm and will be
open to the public.

In view of the current wave of interest in Frank
Lloyd MWright, this conference should be of great in-
terest to many, including the pubiic at large.

Other program particulars may be obtafned from the
University of Michigan Extension Service, 764~5306.

B GRAND RAPIDS, Saturday, May 1l6th, will be the scene
of the Spring Meeting of the SAARINEM (Michigan)
CHAPTER of the Society of Architectural Historians.
Heritage Hill sites and the Meyer May House, designed by.
Frank Lloyd Mright in 1908, now nearing completion of
its million dollar restoration by the Steeicase Cor=
poration, will be the highlights of the spring fling. <
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HERITAGE FOUNDATION ANNOUNCEMENTS...

B MEMBERSHIP IN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The Ypsitanti Heritage Foundation, founded in 1974,
is a non-profit organization devoted to education about,
and support of, Ypsilanti's historic resources.

Membership is $3 for students and senior citizens,
$10 for individuals, and %15 for families.

Please send your check, payable to YPSILANTI HERITAGE
FOUNDATION, and mail it to:

Mary Warner
Secretary/Trea surer
510 Roosevelt
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

SOME THOUGHTS TO PRESERYE BY...

M Aluminum is better .at wrapping food than wrapping
houses.

B Attics save history.

B Wide streets in small towns are memorials to great
expectations.

M If you wish to preserve a bit of nature, you simply
leave it alone. If you want to preserve an old
building, your work has just begun.

B Cultural continuity  is
imperative.

B Yacant buildings are unfair game.

B Church bells must have made a memarable sound when
civitization made no roar.

not an dideal---it is an

B Someone should make a study -of the buﬂchngs you
never ldok at.

B Architectural detail was deve]oped in the days when

people walked, or rode in ‘horse drawn carriages.

THE -YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION

510 Pear’ O Ypsilanti, MI 48197

IR CALENDAR SALE!

The Heritage Foundation Engagement Calendar for 1987
has gone on sale! Price cut in half - from $4 to $2 -
for this collector's item: THE TOWERS OF YPSILANTI, a
series of photographs and descriptions of historical
hackgrounds and architectural features by architect and
Heritage Foundation Board member, Denis Schmiedeke.
Order yours today. -Call 4B5-2155 or 482-1071.

M ARCHITECTURAL GUIDES & SOUVENIRS MORE AYAILABLE

Penny Schreiber, new Heritage Foundation Board mem—
ber, has secured new outlets for the Foundation's Guide
to Ypsilanti Historic Architecture and its reproduction

of a Tlate nineteenth century Souvenir of the city.
Border's Books in Ann Arbor now has them both, as well
as many new locations in downtown Ypsilanti, Depot Town
and the Cross Street business district. Look for them!
They are both bargains! GUIDES $1.50, SOUVERIRS $2.

B How does one determine when maintenance isn't

prevention?

B The only townhouse most pecple can afford is in the
country.

B Steeples uplight peoples.

B Through preservation, history has been raised to an
environmental force.

B Professional historians and amateur historians seldom
talk to each other.

B The facts of h1story without the lessons are only
curiosities.

M Barns are barometers.

B ¥hen we favor a change, we call it development. When
we don't, we call it change for change's sake.

B Given enough time, "“old ‘and worn out" becomes

“wistoric and in need of restoration.”
M Many people spend their lives looking for a hometown.
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May 1987 & & & % Ypsilanti, Michigan

MEETING: Wednesday, May 27, 1987 - 6:30 pm

SPECIAL EVENT: 6th ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
13th HISTORIC STRUCTURE MARKER AWARDS PROGRAM

LOCATION: LADIES' LITERARY CLUB, 218 N. Washington

SPRING, and it's time to celebrate! After a long, mild winter (but
depressing in Ypsilanti, with streets torn up with city projects and
the resultant dust and dirt everywhere), It's time again to show
appreciation by awarding Historic Structure Markers to those property
owners who have dedicated themselves to maintaining or restoring
their properties.

Don Randazze, Chairperson, and his Marker Committee members, Bill
Nickels, Jane Bird, and Denis Schmiedeke, have reviewed a long list
of prospective properties for their architectural merits and
maintenance standards. Maintenance is essential If a building is to
survive, and the committee has been at pains to select those
properties where continued maintenance has been in evidence. After

careful consideration, they have presented the Heritage Foundation
Board of Directors with a list of eight finalists to receive awards this

year. The Board has approved, and the owners have agreed to
receive markers under conditions laid down by the Foundation,

For the OWNER, then, the marker is a BIGC THANKS FOR A JOB WELL
DONE: for others, especially visitors to Ypsilanti, it says: WE KNOW
WE HAVE SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF!

NOW, don't miss this most pleasant of evenings: a spring banquet in
one of Ypsilanti's most historic structures, with a varlety of luscious
dishes laid out on the long table in the dining room. Guests will fill
their plates and gather in the front room for dinner and a short
program. NO BUSINESS MEETING, no speaker - just presentation of
the Awards and slides of the eight properties.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, MEMBER OR NOT, and you haven't
as yet been called, simply pick up the phone and call our Banquet
Chairperson, Dr. Judith Williston, #83-1347, and suggest what you

might bring.

(Marker recipients are NOT, of course, expected to bring a dish,
since they are our honored guests.




ROBERT & SUZANNE CARR,
for their residence at
1119 WEST CROSS
Built: 1926
Style: Colonial Revival

THOMAS JAMES,
for his house at
321 EAST CROSS
Built: c¢. 1860
Style: Carpenter Gothic

SCOTT & MARY KAY RILEY,
for their residence at
313 EAST CROSS
Built: c¢. 1885
Style: Queen Anne

BARRY & DIANE LARUE,
for their house at
427 NORTH HAMILTON
Built: c. 1885
Style: Queen Anne

The OWNERS of the following properties will be awarded Historic Structure Markers
and will be our very special GUESTS OF HONOR, Wednesday, May 27, 1987:

ROSEMARY BENNETT,
for her residence at
514 FAIRVIEW
Bullt: 1932
Style: Period Tudor

CHRISTOPHER & LYNNE KOCHMANSKI
for their house at
916 GRANT
Built: 1927
Style: Bungalow

JACK HARRIS,
for his house at
111 PERRIN
Built: c. 1860
Style: Carpenter GCothic

YPSILANTI COMMUNITY UTILITIES AUTHORITY
for THE WATER TOWER at
the junction of Summit, Cross and
Washtenaw
Built: 1889

EMU ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT MOVES
TOWARD 1ITS GOAL!

Greg Schupra, Coordinator of Planned Giv-
ing, Office of Development, reports that
plans are progressing nicely toward the
move and renovation of the Geddea Town
Hall School to the campus as Eastern's
project for the Michigan Sesquicentennial,
1987. BSeveral sites have been identified
and a final decision will soon be made
about placement of the building as an in-
terpretive center for students, school
children, and community groups.

Many universities around the country have

already ongoing programs using a omne room

schoolhouse. Central Michigan University

and Bowling Green University of Ohio both

have school buildings set up on campus for
educational uses,

Mr. Schupra reports that financial commit-
ments are being sought, with a total goal
for moving and restoration set at $95,000.
Anyone wishing to participate should call
Mr, Schupra at 487-0252, or send contri-
butions to the Ome Room School Project,
Office of Development, 212 McKenny Union,
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti,
48197,

NEWS FROM THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM...

Since May is the month when many school
children visit the Museum, a display of
old school books and other materials from
former school days is on display. Among
the articles is a wooden pencil box, an
abacus, a slate and slate pencil, as well
as some games that might have been played.
One case contains doll furniture from the
1860s and another has doll dishes and
small souvenir spoons.

Some members of the Administration Commit-
tee made and delivered May baskets filled
with flowers to the Gilbert Residence,
much to the surprise and delight of the
residents.

The Lewis House at 415 N. Huron has been
restored, cleaned and painted in the areas
which were damaged by the fire last year,
Guests are welcome to visit, by appoint-
ment, The house was built in 1856 in the
Italianate style, which was popular from
1840 to 1880. Not only is the architec-
ture of interest, but the house contains
items of furniture collected and used by
the Mrs. H. B, Lewis family, who pur-
chased the house in 1903,

.+..Doris Milliman, City Historian




AN YPSILANTI DISASTER !!!

The Heritage News has the reputation for
printing upbeat news items on Ypsilanti,
calling attention to the good things that
are happening in our town, deliberately
counteracting the negative image that was
so pervasive ten or more years ago {and
which still lingers in the minds of some,
by the way), The News generally tries to
'accentuate the positive', but there is a
disaster occurring in this town that can-
not be overlooked: our porches are dis-
appearing at an alarming rate - particu-
larly outside the Historic District.

By 'disappearing' we mean that the old
porches, with their seemingly unlimited
variety of pillars, pilasters, railings,
spindles, steps, skirting and what not,
are being removed piecemeal or, worse, in
one fell swoop. Im their stead, we are
getting the ubiquitous, ugly, raw four-by-
four posts, two-by—four rails, makeshift
steps, and cheap, ready-made lattice
skirting.

Most noticeably, these are houses in the
near westside area, outside the Historic
District, from Hamilton west to Summit,
This originally was the site of many pro-
fessorial residences, as well as rooming
houses & boarding houses (tea rooms, some
were called). Now, with the prospect of
the new Business School going up at the
western edge of Downtown, the area is fair
game for every speculator in, and out, of
Ypsilanti, Drive down Ballard, for exam-
ple, and you will see at least three 'new
porches' - makeshift jobs of Wolmanized
four-by-fours, "rough hew them how they
will™, as Hamlet might have put it,

At one site, you can still see the flat,
wide, classic (Doric) pilasters against
the wall and, then, in front, the new
four-by-fours ludicrously holding up the
whole thing. At other sites, no trace of
the original can be found. Your editor
managed to collect one of the several un-
usual pillars from the house at the 5W
corner of Ballard and Washtenaw: it now
graces his back terrace. But, the rest of
the porch presumably went inte the enor-
mous dumpster.

This IS a disaster for our neighborhoods,
for it is a makeshift device for a specu-
lator to make a quick buck from a proper-
ty, but when the tax advantages run out
and the posts begin to warp and split,
then who wants to buy what was once a
unique structure with character & charm?

The city has an obligation to press for
saving our porches! They should work with
contractors and owners to preserve as much
as possible of the facades and to repair
only those portions that need it, often
saving the speculator-owner money, while
preserving the structure for future gene-
rations,

For the owner interested. in restoring a
lost porch to his/her property, there are
a number of sources for such items as
pillars, spindles, rails, ete. First,
call the local lumber yards and you will
be surprised to find how many items are
available. Then, try the wrecking vards,
such as Stan's, though these are not
nearly the treasure troves they once were.
For the best local artifacts, head for
Materials Unlimited, Downtown Ypsilanti.

If you own an old porch and want to learn
more about the history of your treasure,
see "In Praise of Porches", in The 0ld-
House Journal, August 1981, which should
be available in the local library or call .
the YHF library at 485-2155, Concerning
paint colors, for example, the authors
point out that the "floor was almost al-
ways painted with battleship gray porch
and deck enamel, while the boards of the
ceiling were painted a light blue to en-
hance the illusion of sitting under the
open sky", For a local example of this
effect, see the porch at 111 Perrin.

You may alsc want to check House Beauti-
ful for May 1987, which carries under
the heading "Where to Find It" (p. 182),
a list of names and addresses of firms
across the country which carry appropri-
ate exterior and interior architectural
features to help you restore your house
satisfactorily. For example, simply
send 8 card for a free brochure to Haas
Wood & Ivory Works, Inc. {415-421-8273),
64 Clementina, San Francisco, CA 94105,
which carries balustrades, porch posts,
handrails, and all mamner of handmade
and turned-wood products.

LET'S PLANT MORE FLOWERS & MAKE YPSILANTI
MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN EVER THIS YEAR!

LET'S PAINT MORE HOUSES IN REAIL VICTORIAN
COLORS AND MAKE YPSILANTI EVEN MORE
BEAUTIFUL FOR EVEN MORE YEARS!!




TOWNER HOUSE ACTIVITIES and FUND RAISER
SCHEDULED

At a recent Towner House Children's Museum
Board meeting, Jerry Fouchey, Curriculum Re-
source Teacher for the Ypsilanti Public Schools,
announced that NINE DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES are
scheduled for school children during May and
early June. If you are interested in having
your child participate, call 482-9480. These are
history-related activities for children, taught by
trained specialists in the community: Ypsilanti
in the Civil War, Pioneer School Life, Folk Games
and Toys, History Through Drama, The Under-

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

The Heritage Foundation has
again awarded a $500 scholarship
to an EMU student. Alika Victor,
a land use major now serving as
staff intern to the Historic
District Commission, will be
able, with the ajd of this fund-
ing, to continue her work with
the Commissjon through the summer
months. She was recommended to
the Foundatior by Dr. Marshall

ground Railroad - these are a few of the pro-

grams offered at the Towner House,

The Board also announces that there will
FUND RAISER, now scheduled for Thursday, June
of the
If you
want to work on this project, call Jerry at
Jack Harris

25, for REPAIRS AND RESTORATION
Towner House, The need is URGENT!

482-9480, or Board member

§85-2155,
SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN'S MUSEUM NOW!!

Mciennan, Professor of Geography
and Director of the Historic Pre-
servation Program at EMU. The

be a Foundation Board accepted his re-

commendation unanimously.
Congratulations,Atika!

at
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GILBERT MANSION RERCVATION UNDERWAY!!

Your editor has had a private tour of the
Gilbert Mansion and is about to sell his
house and move into one of the exciting
spaces that will soon be available there!
Steve White, one of the two brothers who
own the building and are at work on the
project, tells me I can have anything from
750 to 1200 square feet, so size is not a
problem,

The problem is to decide which of the var-
iety of living spaces I should opt for,
Should I live 'below stairs' in what was
the bagement, behind massive stone walls,
with private entry directly from the back?
Or should I teke the South Wing of the
Main Floor, just off the massive front
hall, with its ornate walnut staircase?
This apartment incorporates the former
conservatory as its living room and
shouldn't be leased to anyone who isn't
good at indoor gardening. Or should I go
for the North Front Suite (also off the
great front hallway), with its enormous,
elegantly tall windows full to the floor,
flocding the room with the north light so
prized by artists? Or the Kitchen Wing,
with windows both north and south and an
entry off the north porch? Or the imagi-
native space sbove this, with cathedral
shaped ceiling, beamed down the ceunter,
and a step-up dining room, with tall
French doors that just had to have been
shipped from Paris to Ypsilanti in the
19th century?

Or, then again, shall I take the North
Upper Wing, with two floors and a study
dramatically placed in the front Tower
Reoom, with fabulous views through great
arched windows? Or the South Upper Wing,
with study or intimste dining room in the
Grest Tower and a tiny private stairway
to the Upper Tower Room itself for those
special times when one wants just to be
alone - or with a special friend - dream-
ing over, what else, Ypsilanti?

This project, however, is no louger a
dream: this is a REALITY in prograess!
Those guys, Steve and Chris White, are
putting the Gilbert Mansion back together,
capitalizing on the building's unique fea-
tures in a creative design by local archi-
tect, Lis Knibbe; and the sounds of saws
and hammers should be music to those ears
listening in the neighborhood, and indeed,
in all of Ypsilanti, Steve White says
they hope to start on the exterior in
gbout three weeks and have that part look-
ing good, if not completed, by Heritage
Festival. That IS really something to look
forward to, something to celebrate - a
heritage, not destroyed, but saved and
cherished: a great house, with a great
history, recovered by two great guys!
Those who did anything over the years to
keep that building standing, when others
had turned their backs on it, now have
something to be joyful about!




HISTORIC HOME TOUR COMING AGAINI

The 10th Annual Heritage Foundation Historic Home Tour is getting
organized, thanks to the diligent work of the chief guides' committee:
Emily Brown, Betty Dodd, Diane LaRue, Peggy Rice, Penny Schreiber, Grace
Sweeney and Jane Yan Bolt. This year, we are pleased to add Janet
Webber to the long list of community folk who volunteer their help on
various tour jobs. Jamet, a graphic artist, will be putting together
the ticket/brochure and assisting with home owners' gifts.

Five beautiful homes, representing structures built between 1860 and
1937, have already been chosen for the tour. The committee is choosing
homes on the west and south sides of town, in order to make it easier
for tour participants to get from house to house. Ypsilanti's east
side, which is currently experiencing a host of renovations, will be
featured in 1988,

The date of this year's tour is August 23, the last day of the Ypsilanti
Heritage Festival, and tickets will again be priced at $4, with
discounts for senior citizens and children. Plan to come and bring your
out-of-town friends to show them how pleasant our neighborhoods are and
what extraordinary interiors are to be found behind our doors.

Better yet, have fun while you are helping to make this another
successful tour by volunteering to be a guide. Call Jane Van Bolt, Tour

&
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Special thanks from the Home Tour Committee
to RIYER ART WORKS for
contributing labor in the framing of
photos for last year's Tour owners!



YPSILANTI HERITAGE FESTIVAL ...

Sioux Shelton, who chairs this year's Heritage Festival, is coordinating
details of events that will make up the biggest and most impressive
Festival ever! Sioux and Vice-chair Ron Miller have their various
commi ttees well underway with plans. To volunteer your services to any
of the projects, call the Visitors and Convention Bureau, 482-4920, NOW!

Here are only some of the dozens of exciting Festival events: the
FRANZEN BROS CIRCUS and the WALLENDAS will be back! HISTORIC HOME TOUR!
Beyer Hospital and Mott will sponsor the CHILDREN'S TENT, with lots of
activities, and the TOWNER HOUSE will be a beehive of fun and herjtage
projects and amusements for children. WJR will be back again this year,
broadcasting live on Saturday, with a new jet-type helicopter! Tom
Monaghan will have his latest new car in the PARADE! PIONEER AND CIVIL
WAR ENCAMPMENTS! St. Luke's will present a FASHION SHOW AND TEA on
Saturday afternoon. ARTS AND CRAFTS! PANCAKE BREAKFASTS, BARBEQUES and
CHICKEN DINNERS galore! JAZZ CONCERTS, special exhibits, esoteric
patter in Depot Town pubs! Open houses all over the place - even in the
WATER TOWER!

Set the dates on your calendar now -
AUGUST 21, 22, 23

YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION
510 Pearl
Ypsilanti, MI 48197



Heritage News

Heritage News is the newsletter of the YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUN-
DATION. It is published five times a year: September, November, January,
March and May; and distributed, free of charge, to the membership by mail,
and made available to the public at City Hall, Farmers’ Market, and various
meﬁﬂxmbmmﬂmmmeMQmsdmmemeGm

AUGUST 1987 * SPECIAL EDITION * Ypsilanti, MI

THE YPSILANTI HERITAGE FESTIVAIL
August 21, 22, 23

SPECIAL EVENT: 10th ANNUAL YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION HOME TOUR

DATE; Sunday, August 23, Noon to 5:00 pm

TICKETS: ' Adults $4.00 - Seniors $3.00 - Children $2.00

Available at ticket booths in the Festivél area:
1. On the Cross Street Bridge
2. In front of the Historical Museum on Huron Street

HOMES ON TOUR

7 North Normal ~ Italianate, southern style, c. 1848

1008 Congress

Queen Anne, c¢. 1865-85

922 Pleasant Colonial Revival, ¢, 1937

118 South Washington - Queen Anne, c. 1894

221 South Washington

Italianate, c. 1860

507 Fairview -~ Period Cotswold, c. 1926

SEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN PROGRESS -

I _ VISIT SOME OF YPSILANTI'S FASCINATING HISTORIC STRUCTURES !!




IT HAPPENED IN YPSILANTI IN 1986-871t!

The Heritage Foundation presents its ANNUAL COPENDIUM of some of the improvements
which have occurred in Ypsilanti over the past year, for our own delight and that
of our Festival visitors, who enjoy seeing "what has happened" since they were here
last year! :

Do a drive-by right now, 80 you won't miss seeing a miracle taking place on North -
Grove (between Cross & Michigan)! As we go to press, paint colors are being tested
on the front, and much of the repair work, especially in the cornices, is still
visible. But the White brothers are wasting no time in their transformation of
that long derelict building into luxury apartments.

Some of you may remember a series of public meetings held by the Heritage Found-
ation & sponsored by the Michigan Coucil for the Humanities in 1977-78, entitled
"Five Historical-Architectural Landmarks of Ypsilanti: Community Identity and the
Uses of the Past". The five buildings under study then were Becker-Stachlewitz
house, 0ld City Hall, the Artrain building, Glover House, & the Gilbert Mansion.
411 but Artrain were then in serious stages of decay. The Gilbert is now the last
of the five structures to have been restored and renovated over the past decade!

THIS 15 WHAT HERITAGE FESTIVAL IS ALL ABOUT - A PROUD AND HAPPY CELEBRATION OF
OUR HISTORY AND COMMUNITY IDENTITY!



REPORT FROM DOWNTOWN:

SUE MOSEY, Main Street Project Director,
we think you're wonderful! Win some,
logss some: standing in the widst of all
the crossfire, you get the projects
going, in spite of everything. Hang in
there - we love youl!

*kkdekdekkk

The former Hollow Leg Tavern has been
transformed into a classy deli, with a
spacious, all white interior & new awn-
ings, by owners Diane & Joe Mikulec,
formerly of Milford, MAX'S DELICATESSEN
has a bright, fresh atmosphere & bright
young employees, Good sandwiches, bar
service, and take-outs. A welcome addi-
tion to downtown!

dededededdodkodok

ABE'S CONEY ISLAND RESTAURANT, at the
other end of downtown, corner of Hamil-
ton & Michigan and across from the pro-
posed new EMU Business School, will socon
be open. Awnings & signs are up. Look
for it!

Fekededededekdedk

The exciting new front on the old Mack &
Mack building (211-215 W. Michigan), now
owned by Tom & Jean Fagan, has caused a

stir. Remember the fifties metal facade?
Take a look at the renovations and paint
job and see if you don't like it,

*khkhhhkik

Three cheers for the news that Bill
Kinley of Phenix Construction has pur-
chased the building at the corner of

N, Washington and Pearl, directly
across from the front of Woodruff's
Grove, After the financial collapse of
an earlier project underway there, this
is good news: all three floors, in-
cluding the basement, will become a
lively mix of office and service space.

Fedededekededodek

The Public Library's appearance has
been enhanced greatly by the new paint
on the windows which perfectly matches
the bronze color of the handsome doors,
And the petunias are back in the fron

I . . T - P T S

HIGH TEA AFTER HOME TOUR?

An Edwardian Fashion Show and High
English Tea will be presented in the
Grand Salon of St. Luke's Episcopal
Church on Sat and Sun, Aug 22 and 23,
at 4:00 pm (of coursel). At this
featured event of the Festival, you
can travel back to an era of style &
grace. The program features an hour
and a half of authentic fashions from
1837-1910 when the Edwardian Era was
at its height. Violin & piano music
from the period will be featured while
you enjoy your English Tea and Cakes.

Donations, $5 at the door. St., Luke's
is in the heart of the Historic Dis-
trict, one block north of Michigan Ave,
at 120 North Huron,

ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE REPORT

Not only will EMU's Schoolhouse Committee
have a booth at Festival in Riverside
Park, but they'll sell T-shirts & bal-
loons, pass out Schoolhcouse brochures, &
have a float in the Saturday parade! The
T-shirts are great - if you'd like to be
ahead of the crowd and wear one of these,
either white or green {(of course!l), de-
signer specials before they are copied by
every couturier in Ypsilanti, you may
purchase them in advance by calling Nat
Edmunds, 482-5218. $10., A reunion of
former students & teachers from the Town
Hall School will be held on Sun, Aug 12,
12:30 pm, at McKenny Hall. Lunch will be
served, All Schoolhouse Committee members
also invited. For more information &/or
commitments to this project, financial or
otherwise, call Greg Schupra, Development
Office, EMU, 487-1387.

We hardly need tell Festival visitors
about the new pedestrian tridge between
Riverside Park, Frog Island & Depot Town.
As we po to press, only the pilings are
in, but work is scheduled for completion
by Festival, Ypsilantians and visitors
will have & new sensation of proximity
to the waters of the mighty Huron not
experienced since the days of the primi-
tive crossings referred to in Colburn's
History (1923) of the town.




The Public Library's appearance has
been enhanced greatly by the new paiat
on the windows which perfectly matches
the bronze color of the handsome doors.
And the petunias are back in the front
window boxes, Now, let's start a cam-
paign (or a garden club?) toc see that
boxes on the west side will be planted
and, hopefully, the east side sills
will someday have boxes full of
flowers, too - especially now that the
appearance of the little park has been
s0o much improved by the work on the
lovely little fountain,

dedede e e dede

The new downtown entryways are now well
underway, with plantings in front of
the library and arcund the fountain, at
the river, & on Huron at Ferris, Not
only will there be trees & flowering
shruba, but daylilies & marigolds will
brighten our world all summer and fall!

will have a new sensation of proximity
to the waters of the mighty Huron not
experienced since the days of the primi-
tive crossings referred to in Colburn's
History (1923) of the town.

MORE FROM DOWNTOWN:

The Maxtons {(formerly Greene's) at 104-
106 W, Michigan, are almost finished
with their facade improvements, in-
cluding the replacement of the aluminum
storefront windows with more historic
wood~framed windows.

dkkkkkkhi

The sidewalk planters are looking ter-
rific this year - probably due to paid
maintenance courtesy of the Main Street
Program, plants courtesy of the CBC, &
the recommendations of historic land-
scape specialist, Scott Kunst, (The
cannas are the perfect centerpieces!)



At least TWO historic cast iron fences
have been installed - and in most appro-
priate places! - over the past year. The
first is at Bill Fennel's 1840 brick
house at 202 5. Huron, The second is at
Howard and LuAnn Booth's majestic 1848
house at 7 N, Normal! See the latter on
HOME TOUR!

CONGRATULATIONS TC POLICE CHIEF HUFF and
all his crew for making Ypsilanti a
safer (and happier) place to work and
live! Thanks, and ever thaunks!

The Water Tower, please note, has recent-
ly received some tender loving care, with
repair and restoration work in the door-

ways, after vandals had damaged the hand-
some doors. Nice, sensitive job. Thanks
again, YCUA!

All over town, handsome buildings are
emerging from behind false facades and
synthetic siding - each one like the un-
wrapping of a Christmas package - a
wonderful gift to this once tired old
town now coming to life again!

And flowers keep springing up everywhere!
Not only is the classic beauty of the
library enhanced and made more cheerful
by boxes of colorful petunias, but all of
North Huron seems to have blossomed, in-
spired, no doubt, by Chuck Soule's plant-
ings last year at 0ld Town Hall!

For a drive-by joy ride of gardens, here
are a few you shouldn't miss:

= Paul Searon's banks of bright geraniums
and marigolds around his bungalow at
192 0Oak
- the completely new garden in front of &
along the alley beside the house at
112 Perrin
-~ the three gardens in a row on S. Summit
12, 14, and 22! (note the noteable
paint jobs on 12 and 22 as welltl)
~ again, both garden and paint job at
302 Oak - perfect Victorian setting!
- you might want to see the plantings at
515 N. Adams - and other addresses in
that immediate vicinity, toeo.
don't miss the magnificent gardens at
301 N. Grove (corner of High)

HISTORIC STRUCTURE MARKER AWARDS 1987

You might also enjoy driving by these
properties, just to see the choices
made this year by the Heritage Found-
ation in awarding property owners for
their maintenance, restoration, &/or
renovation of historic properties:

111 West Cross
Robert & Suzanne Carr
Built: 1926
Style: Colonial Revival

321 East Cross
Thomas James
Built: c., 1860
Style: Carpenter Gothic

313 East Cross
Scott & Mary Kay Riley
Built: c¢. 1885
Style: Queen Anne

427 North Hamilton
Barry & Diane LaRue
Built: ¢, 1885
Style: Queen Anne

514 Fairview
Rosemary Bennett
Built: 1932
Style: Period Tudor

916 Grant
Christopher & Lynne Kochmanski
Built: 1927

Style: Bungalow

111 Perrin
Jack Harris & Cliff Larkins
Built: c. 1860
Style: Carpenter Gothic

The Water Tower, Cross & Summit
Ypsilanti Community Utilities
Authority
Built: 1889
Style: Late Victorian



MEMBERSHIP IN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation,
founded in 1974, is a non-profit organ-
ization devoted to education about, and
support of, Ypsilanti's historic re-
sources.

Membership is $10 for individuals,
$15 for families, $3 for students and
senior citizens,

Please send your check, payable to
the YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION, to

Betty Randazzo, Treasurer
6101 Hitchingham
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
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Joe Lawence's facade improvement at

126 W, Michigan is nearing completion,.
Let's remember: phony, flashy facades
over quality brick buildings are always
a no-no, hence and forever more.

Now watch for facade improvements at
Karonias Palace on N, Washington and at
Moray's Jewelers - we hope — please!

Both banks have been sold: The National

Bank and the Ypsilanti Savings Bank have
changed hands. Welcome, new owners, to

our historic downtown!

CROSS STREET BUSINESS DISTRICT has &
number of new establishments, including
a Cottage Inn where the original
Domino's used to be. Note, also, some
facade improvements, especially the
tremendous improvement in the row of
shops along Perrin Street, behind
Liquor is Quicker.

Congratulations to Alika Vietor, land
use major at EMU, who serves as staff
intern to the Historic District Com-
mission, for capturing the 1987 Preser-
vation Scholarship of $500 from the
Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation.

Street and sidewalk improvements in many
of the central areas of the city, in
conjunction with new water lines, are a
welcome improvement.,

THE DEPOT, THE DEPOT, THE DEPOT:
swear work will begin soon; that it will
be a first-rate restaurant; that the
tower will be reconstructed and glass
extensions will be added. We watch, we
wait, and we CROSS EVERYTHING!

they

Meanwhile, there's new Farmers' Market
parking and lighting, transforming that
barren wasteland north of Depot Town into
much needed passageways and parking. Take
note and be glad!

CALENDARS, SOUVENIRS, AND GUIDES

The Heritage Foundation is proud to
announce its 1988 appointment calendar,
which goes on sale at Heritage
Festival. Designed, produced & printed
in Ypsilanti, this unique calendar
focuses upon a month-by-month display
of some of the city's most notable win-
dows. Both useful and beautiful, the
calendar is a bargain at $4.00,

Also avsilable is the Foundation's
GUIDE TO YPSILANTI HISTORIC ARCHITEC-
TURE ($1.50) & the reprinted YPSILANTI
SOUVENIR ($2.00). All three are avail-
able at the Foundation's two ticket
sales booths.




In a town where miracles seem to happen
monthly, the Chamber of Commerce surely
wine the miracle-of-the-year award for
1987 for its move from the squat, little
ugly duckling at 11 Nerth Adams te the
grandeur of the Breakey Mansion on North
Huron. Let's keep our heads - but how
can we help but be a little heady over
thig one?

"Do but look up!", as Edgar says to his
father in King Lear, so might we say as
we drive or walk about Ypsilanti:

- note, for example, the impressive
new roof on the MeGlasson-Heezen
house st 212 Washtenaw, with
copper flashing arocund the chim-
neys - and watch for new paint
colors soon!

- note, also, the new roof and chimney
work at the historic, 1800s Greek
Revival, Wardell house at 211 N,
Huron,

LOOKING FOR A PERFECT EXAMPLE of a re-
novated and restored commercial build-
ing? Take a logk at the two-story
brick structure, late 19th century for
sure, at 306 N. River, behind the ‘one-
story row of businesses just south of
the Food Co-op. Owners Mike Huizenga
and Dave Wheeler have done an exemplary
job on the windows and brickwork of the
exterior, Note in particular the window
replacements - new wood frames, design-
ed to FIT THE SPACE! Also, plenty of "
excellent brickwork, including a new.
cornice. Note, too, the traditional
doors on the carriage entrance.
Foundation Board member Don Randazzo,
restoration carpenter at Greenfield
Village, did that handsome work.
Upstairs are the beautifully finished
and colorful offices of the Utilities
Instrumentation Service.

VISITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

Don't, for heaven's sake, overlook our
many historic churches! This old town
has a great history in churches alone,
and they are well worth a visit, See

all you can of their glory!

To everyone who has tucked petunias,
marigolds, impatiens and zinnias into
alleys, window boxes, hanging baskets,
and wonderful little nooks and crannies
all over town -~ THANK YOU!

Our new FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS at Christmas
time delighted us and all our visitors.
Come to see Riverside Park when next
the snow falls!

There are still onions among the orchids - nobody knows that better than we do.

BUT, next year, again, there will be fewer onions and more orchids!
We love having you here and your annual visit is a wonderful
incentive for us to "get ready for company™!

and see us then!!

Come back

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!
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AUGUST 1987 * SPECIAL EDITION * Ypsilanti, MI

THE YPSILANTI HERITAGE FESTIVAL
August 21, 22, 23

SPECIAL EVENT: ]10th ANNUAL YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION HOME TOUR
DATE : Sunday, August 23, Noon to 5:00 pm
TICKETS: Adults $4.00 - Seniors $3.00 - Children $2.00
Available at ticket booths in the Festival area:
1. On the Cross Street Bridge

2. In front of the Historical Museum om Huron Street

HOMES ON TOUR

7 North Normal Italianate, southern style, c¢. 1848
1008 Congress Queen Anne, c. 1865-85

922 Pleasant Colonial Revival, c¢. 1937

118 South Washington Queen Anne, c. 1894

221 South Washington Italianate, c. 1860

507 Fairview Period Cotswold, ¢. 1926

SEE HISTQRIC PRESERVATION IN PROGRESS -

VISIT SOME OF YPSILANTI'S FASCINATING HISTORIC STRUCTURES 1!




HERITAGE FOUNDATION 1988 CALENDAR
Features HISTORIC WINDOWS OF YPSILANTI

The Foundation has been discussing the idea
of a calendar focusing on architectural de-
tails for some time now, since it is often

the details of historic buildings that make
them so fascinating. We believe that, if we
can encourage people to SEE these distine-

tive details, we will help to awaken public
interest in historic preservation.

The YHF, therefore, is proud te announce its
1988 appointment calendar, a major additiom
to the historical records of Ypsilanti., De-
signed, produced and printed by artists and
artisans who live and work here, the calen-
dar focuses on a month-by-month display of
one of the most distinctive features of our
historie buildings, WINDOWS.

This year's calendar has many features worth
noting., First is the alternation of calendar
pages with picture pages; that is, any one
page is either calendar or photos, on both
sides, This means that anyone wanting to
save the photographs can do so, while easily
removing the used calendar pages.

The photographs themselves are all of major
historic structures in the community; they
are of intense clarity, spread over the full
page, with only minimum notations indicating
date of construction, name, location, owner .
and/or architect if known, '

The calendar pages are simple in design,
dusty gray in color, with every inch of
space possible left open for notes, as most
people want in an appointment calendar.
Everything is printed on high quality paper,
with a spiral binding.

The calendar is largely the work of local
architect & photographer, Denis Schmiedeke,

The Foundation believes that this calendar
will not only be attractive to the growing
number of people who appreciate Ypsilanti's
heritage - people who work here, live here,
or simply visit - but it will also be of in-
creasing value to local historians & students
of architecture. It should prove a unique
gift for friends & relatives, here & away, as
well as a conversation piece for all of us.
The $4 cost is wel}] below the general market
price for a calendar of this quality.

Orders, large and small, may be had from our

Sales Representative, Penny Schreiber, member
of the Board. Write to her at 922 Pleasant,

or call 483-5688,

ALSO AVAILABLE AT SEVERAL 10CAL BUSINESSES
IN ANN ARBOR AND YPSILANTI!

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUI, HOME TOUR -
the 1987 report:

With our usual good luck, Sunday dawned
sunny & beautiful for the 10th Annual His-
toric Home Tour, This year our chief fund-
raiser drew a crowd of almost 400, plus
plus another hundred or so guides, ticket
sellers, & other working participants,
Ticket holders were treated to a view of
six besgutifully decorated homes, ranging
in date from 1848 to 1937.

We were pleased to show two major historic
structures on the South Side; three homes
of enormous variety of architectural styles
in the Normal/Congress/Pleasant Drive area
on the West Side; & ane charming English
one charming English cottage style home in
the Collegewood area — each with its own
distinctive character, expressing the indi-
vidual taste of its owners,

A GREAT BIG THANKS from the Heritage Found-
ation Board to all of the people who made
this tour possible:

The home owners: Michael Lynn & Debra
Lonergan, Paul & Penny Schreiber,
Howard & LuAnn Booth, Carol & Richard
Leyshock, Jinx Newton & Nick Easton,
and the staff of The Child & Family
Service of Washtenaw County;

- The chief guides for making all arrange-

ments for each home and for writing the

" brochure descriptions:

Emily Brown, Peggy Rice, Bettie Dodd,
Grace Sweeney, Penny Schreiber,
Diane LaRue, and Judy Apple;

To Norton's Flowers for the beautiful
arrangements in each house;

To Connie Crump for securing donors who
carried most of the cost of printing the
brochure/ticket;

To Denis Schmiedeke for taking the bro-
chure photos;

To Karen & Bill Nickels for taking the
responsibility for ticket sales, set-up &
removal of our Festival booths, and a
host of related responsibilities;

& to the many guides & ticket sellers with-
out whom the tour would not be possible!

We appreciate the contribution that each of
you made and look forward to another suc-
cessful year in 1988! ' '

THANKS, AND EVER THANKS!



MEMBERSHIP IN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation,
founded in 1974, ig a non-profit organ-
ization devoted to education about, and
support of, Ypsilanti's historic re~
sources,

Membership is $10 for individuals,
$15 for families, $3 for students and
senior citizens,

Please send your check, payable to
the YPSILANTI HERITAGE FOUNDATION, to

Betty Randazzo, Treasurer
6101 Hitchingham
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

=1



Joe Lawence's facade improvement at

126 W. Michigan is nearing completion.
Let's remember: phony, flashy facades
over quality brick buildings are always
a no-no, hence and forever more.

Now watch for facade improvements at
Karonias Palace on N, Washington and at
Moray's Jewelers - we hope - please!

Both banks have been so0ld: The National
Bank and the Ypsilanti Savings Bank have
changed hands. Welcome, new owners, to
our historic downtown!

CROSS STREET BUSINESS DISTRICT has a
number of new establishments, including
a Cottage Inn where the original
Domino's used to be. Note, also, some
facade improvements, especially the
tremendous improvement in the row of
shops along Perrin Street, behind
Liquor is Quicker.

Congratulations to Alika Victor, land
use major at EMU, who serves as staff
intern to the Historic District Com-
mission, for capturing the 1987 Preser-
vation Scholarship of $500 from the
Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation.

Street and sidewalk improvements in many
of the central areas of the city, in
conjunction with new water lines, are a
welcome improvement, '

THE DEPOT, THE DEPOT, THE DEPOT: they
swear work will begin soon; that it will
be g first-rate restaurant; that the
tower will be reconstructed and glass
extensions will be added. We wstch, we
wait, and we CROSS EVERYTHING!

Meanwhile, there's new Farmers' Market
parking and lighting, transforming that

barren wasteland north of Depot Town into
much needed passageways and parking. Take

note and be glad!

CALENDARS, SOUVENIRS, AND GUIDES

The Heritage Foundation is proud to
announce its 1988 appointment calendar,
which goes on sale at Heritage
Festival, Designed, produced & printed
in Ypsilanti, this unique calendar
focuses upon a month-by-month display
of some of the city's most notable win-
dows. Both useful and beautiful, the
calendar is a bargain at $4.00.

Alse available is the Foundation's
GUIDE TO YPSILANTI HISTORIC ARCHITEC-
TURE ($1.50) & the reprinted YPSILANTI
SOUVENIR ($2.00). All three are avail-
able at the Foundation's two ticket
sales booths.




In 8 town where miracles seem to happen
monthly, the Chamber of Commerce surely
wine the miracle-of-the-year award for
1987 for its move from the squat, little
ugly duckling at 11 North Adams to the
grandeur of the Breakey Mansion on North
Huron. Let's keep our heads - but how
can we help but be a little heady over
this one?

"Do but look up!", as Edgar says to his
father in King Lear, so might we say as
we drive or walk about Ypsilanti:

- note, for example, the impressive
new roof on the McGlasson-Heezen
house at 212 Washtenaw, with
copper flashing around the chim-
neys - and watch for new paint
colors soon!

-~ note, also, the new roof and chimney
work at the historic, 1800s Greek
Revival, Wardell house at 211 N.
Huron.

LOOKING FOR A PERFECT EXAMPLE of a re-
novated and restored commercial build-
ing? Take a look at the two-story
brick structure, late 19th century for
sure, at 306 N. River, behind the ‘one-
story row of businesses just south of
the Food Co—op. Owners Mike Huizenga
and Dave Wheeler have done an exemplary
job on the windows and brickwork of the
exterior. Note in particular the window
replacements - new wood frames, design=
ed to FIT THE SPACE! Also, plenty of -
excellent brickwork, including a new
cornice, Note, too, the traditional
doors on the carriage entrance.
Foundation Board member Don Randazzo,
restoration carpenter at Greenfield
Village, did that handsome work.
Upstairs are the beautifully finished
and colorful offices of the Utilities
Instrumentation Service.

VISITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

Don't, for heaven's sake, overlook our
many historic churches! This old town
has a great history in churches alone,
and they are well worth a visit, See

all you can of their glory!

To everyone who has tucked petunias,
marigeolds, impatiens and zinnias into
alleys, window boxes, hanging baskets,
and wonderful little nooks and crannies
all over town - THANK YOU!

Our new FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS at Christmas
time delighted us and all our visitors,
Come to see Riverside Park when next
the snow falls!

There are etill onions among the orchids - nobody knows that better than we do.

BUT, next year, again, there will be fewer onions and more orechids!
We love having you here and your annual visit is a wonderful

and see us thenl!l

incentive for us to "get ready for company"!

Come back

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!
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SEPTEMBER 1987 Ypsilanti, MI

MEETING: Tuesday, September 29, 1987 - 7:00 pm

LOCATION: The Gilbert Mamsion .
227 North Grove (corner of High)

PROGRAM: Renovation in Progress: a Tour of the Historic Gilbert Mansion, led
by Chris and Steve White

NOTE THE SPECIAL TIME FOR STARTING THIS MEETING; bring a folding chair, and a
flashlight if you want to see into all the nooks and crannies!

The Heritage Foundation is pleased to offer this perhaps LAST EVER tour of this
historic property, before it is opened as luxury apartments as soon as the pro-
ject is completed. The White brothers will lead the way in showing us through
the various apartments, which are now all roughed in, not completed; but the
layout is clear enough to imagine what each living space will be like. And it's
exciting!

After Steve and Chris show us through, we will meet together in the main north
front apartment for a short business meeting and a brief slide show of the his-
tory of the Gilbert. This will essentially be a social gathering of preser-
vationists and people who care about Ypsilanti's amazing comeback - of which
this project is a major milestone!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. MEMBERSHIP IN THE FOUNDATION IS NOT REQUIRED, AND
YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING A FRIEND!

AGAIN, TAKE NOTE OF THE EARLY MEETING TIME: 7:00 - not 7:30 !




EMU's ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT MOYES FORWARD

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation has formalily committed itself to
support the One Room Schoolhouse Project which is underway on EMU's
campus. The Geddes Town Hall School has been moved. onto campus and the
formal fund raising kick-off was held at this year's Homecoming. The
project is, in fact, Eastern's commitment to the State of Michigan's
Sesquicentennial Celebration. A site has been selected: it will be
located at the northeast corner of the lTot on which the Rackham Building
stands, a site already devoted to young children. This means the
schoothouse will stand on a naturally wooded site at almost the very
center of the campus. It will be along the north-south axis, at the
southern end of which is Welch Hall, which will be under renovation
early in 1988, The University is also strongly considering Sherzer
Hall, with its still intact 1902 lecture hall, lab room, and professor's
office above, as a museum. Sherzer also stands along that north-south
axis, close to historic Starkweather Hall. So the schoolhouse will play
a s1gnif1cant role in Eastern's new commitment to recognition of its
historic past, as well as its dedication to community involvement, with
both the new Business School and the Corporate Training Center underway.

The Schoolhouse will serve, not only to remind future generations of
Eastern's proud history of teacher training {(the first training school
west of the Alleghenies), but also as a special meeting place for any
course relating to education and/or American history. It will also be
an adjunct to the local schools, Jjust as the Towner House- Children's
Museum is now, for on site, in character experiences in local history,
thus bring University and community closer together..

FUNDS ARE BEING ACTIVELY SOUGHT. No contribution is too small! Send
your check to "Eastern Michigan University”, designating it specifically
- for The One Room Schoolhouse Project, Develonment Office, Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI, 48197. Your contribution is tax
deductiblel '

EMU IS - REPEAT. 18 - DOHHTGHH!

Take another look at the big bui!ding at_

the southeast corner of Washington and
Pearl - across from the entrance of the
Centennial Center. If you look closely you
will see, not only a great deal of activity
downstairs, but also offices on the second
floor with lights on and with people work-
1ng in them! And that's EMU DOWNTOWN!. If
you've got the courage, you might even walk
up the stairs. off Washington, and discover
‘what it's really like up there. Under the
several skylights, the passageway that
first greets one is almost like an arcade,
with offices either side, and doors and
windows fronting on the passageway. It has
-an early 20th century office atmosphere
about 1t - with tasteful wupdating in
decoration and furnishings - a most hand-
some workspace all togetherl

for EMUY -

Another coup - )
- - 18-20,

THE KARONIAS-LARUE CONNECTION

‘After admiring what's happening at Peari
- and Hashington, wander. down the latter to
. Karonias'
sandwich and coffee, take a look at the

Palace and, before having a
facade . improvement. Forgotten already,
have you, how: bad the front there looked?
The upper windows, especially, were an
eyesore. Enter Barry LaRue, via the medium
of Sue Mosey, and another Miracle on Main
Street has occurred. What a change! Win-
dows which were falling apart were
repaired; glass was replaced (Barry saved
all the original elements except onel);
"glorified flashing - practically a roof"
was 1installed over a new first floor
cornice; and the entire building was given
a most attractive new paint job. The
building is a good neighbor now to Denis
Schmiedeke's handsome work next door at
Nice work, Barry! WNe know Sue is
pleased and are snne that the owners are

“happy, as well. -



mnev‘e&“ﬁ”ﬁo&nzss:

B “Jog around the corner onto Michigan
Avenue to the east and see facade renova-
tion in progress at Morey's Jewellers. Bet
you've already forgotten the pink tile all
over the second story, haven't you? -
covering the two VYictorian windows that
matched the adjacent two on Patrick Easto's
(formerly Darby's) building. The original
tin lintels (the decorative feature above
the windows) are being restored to match
those of the 19th century. When finished,
the building will contribute to. the 1ong
range plan to restore the character and the
quality that downtown Ypsilanti once had.
Thank you, Morey's for your input and
cooperation with the Main Street Program!

MAINSTREET ITSELF GET A FACELIFT!

Now step back to MWashington, head south a
few doors and on the east side of the
street you will see WORK IN PROGRESS on Sue
Mosey's Main. Street office itself. When

finished, = the front will match the law
including the second
story windows, and what an improvement that

office next door,

will be!

WELCOME, NEW TENANTS!

You may have noticed the new (historically
appropriate) windows at 47 North Huron (the
former Ypsilanti Board of Realtors). They
overlook the parking lot, where no windows

had ever been before, because other
commercial structures once filled the
space. Now the Corner Health Center, a

heatth outreach program for young people,
has taken .over the building and engaged
Hobbs and Black of Ann Arbor to redesign
the interior, as well as the new windows at
the side and back. The unique historic,
commercial . Quéen ~Anne facade remains
unaltered, while the interior receives an
innovative revamping.

IT'S GO ON THE G.A.R.!

Nat Edmunds reports that she has recently
signed a long-term Tease on the historic
G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic) build-
ing {across from Congdon's Hardware on
Pearl), turning the property over to Gary
and Kris Maxton, who have done such 2
splendid job restoring the former Greene's
Jewelry Store building on Michigan. The

. Maxtons have been given 90 days to install

a new roof. Then the interior will be
renovated for a residence upstairs and
office-commercial down. This is GOOD NEWS
for those who for so long have cared about
this most historic little building in the
downtown.

CITY PLANNER MARY STEFFY

is leaving her position with the City of
Ypsilanti. - Many of us are sorry to see
Mary go - she has been an asset to this
community, particularly to the Planning
Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals.
She involved the two commissions in various
workshops which helped educate the members
and epabled them to handle cases brought
before them with expertise. Her departure
is a loss for the commissions and the City,
Good luck, Mary!

WHEN IN DEPOT TOWK ...

Next time you're in Depot Town, take a look
at the new lower cornice on Standard Print-
ing's bu1lding. See if you don't agree
that it's one more important step in the
enhancement of that much-altered structure.
The new carved brackets call attention to a
fine feature of the building, the original
stone pilasters. Thanks again, Standard
Printing!

Protecting Precious Collectibles

| "Architecture is  what see;
not the space you're in" ... Aft .
Philip_Johnson, -architect (on cults, toye, ind other colectiion | Conrillieg semperatire and. b
Chammel 7, Nov. .6, 1987), in couid he deteriorating right before | midity is also important. With too lit-
praising detail, = light and your eyes. Here arc a few sugges- | tle humidity, the paint on your
shadow, while dispraising his . tions to snsure a long Rfe for your | cupboard will flake; too much humid-

old, box Tike style of archi-
tecture., :

one-of-akind possessions.,

- Excesaive light and improper cli-
‘mate are a collectible's worst ene-
colors, and disintegrate textile fibers;

ity can cause your cast-iron bank to
rust. Use humidifiers or dehumidifi-
ers to maintain a year-round tem-
perature of 65 to 70 degrees with 40
to 50 percent humidity. &
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~ NOVEMBER 1987 - Ypsilanti, MI

MEETING: Tuesday, November 24, 1987 - 7:30 pm

LOCATION: The Coffee Shop, Freight House Market
: Depot Town, Ypsilanti

PROGRAM: "Evaluating the 01d House"
SPEAKER: Donald Randazzo, Carpenter, Greenfield Village

GOT AN OLD HOUSE, or - more critical - PLANNING TO BUY ONE? Then this
is a program for you'

Qur own Board member and chairman of the Histor1c Structure Marker
Committee, Don Randazzo, will review for us the key points to consider
when either buying or selling a home, or simply for those of us who need
to be reminded of those aspects of home maintenance that we tend to let
slide. And this is the perfect time of year to think about and check on
‘those potential problem areas around the house: roof, gutters,
drainage, foundation, etc. As one who does house inspections as a
sidelight to his regular position as carpenter at Greenfield Village,
Don can not only brief us on problems we should look for, but answer our
various questions as well. He will also have a checklist to pass out as
a means of identifying our specific problems.

~ This will be a SHORT BUT INFORMATIVE meeting. Come - bring friends and
neighbors. Visitors welcome! This is an opportunity for some free
advice from an expert! Take advantage of it and join us!

Refreshments will be served, the heat will be on {Gary assures us)}, and
we should all be getting into the holiday spirit. Come, join us for a
neighborly get-together!! _

dededededede e de e dede dedededede ke

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!!
Our annual holiday party will be on Sunday, Dec. 6, 7:00 - ?

Bring a plate of goodies - our host and hostess will prov1de punch.
- This event has been a tradition with the Foundation since 1975,
We hope you can join us!.

For more information, call Jack Harris, 485-2155




IT HAPPENED IN YPSILANTI IN 1986-87!!!

The Heritage Foundation presents its ANNUAL COPENDIUM of some of the improvements
which have occurred in Ypsilanti over the past year, for our own delight and that
of our Festival visitors, who enjoy seeing '"what has happened'" since they were here
last year! -

Do a drive-by right now, so you won't miss seeing a miracle taking place on North
Grove {(between Cross & Michigan)! As we go to press, paint colors are being tested
on the front, and much of the repair work, especially in the cornices, is still
vigsible, But the White brothers are wasting no time in their transformation of
that long derelict building into luxury apartments,

Some of you may remember a series of public meetings held by the Heritage Found-
ation & sponsored by the Michigan Coucil for the Humanities in 1977-78, entitled
"Five Historical-Architectural Landmarks of Ypsilanti: Community Identity and the
Uses of the Past". The five buildings under study then were Becker-Stachlewitz
house, 0ld City Hall, the Artrain building, Glover House, & the Gilbert Mansion.
All but Artrain were then in serious stages of decay. The Gilbert is now the last
of the five structures to have been restored and renovated over the past decade!

THIS 1S WHAT HERITAGE FESTIVAL IS ALL ABOUT - A PROUD AND HAPPY CELEBRATION OF
OUR HISTORY AND COMMUNITY IDENTITY!



REPORT FROM DOWNTOWN:

SUE MOSEY, Main Street Project Director,
we think you're wonderful! Win some,
loss some: standing in the midst of all
the crossfire, you get the projects
going, in spite of everything. Hang in
there ~ we love youl

Kedekdedehekkek

The former Hollow Leg Tavern has been
transformed into a classy deli, with a
spacious, all white interior & new awn-
ings, by owners Diane & Joe Mikulec,
formerly of Milford. MAX'S DELICATESSEN
has a bright, fresh atmosphere & bright
young employees. Good sandwiches, bar
service, and take-outs. A welcome addi-
tion to downtown!

dedededededeodede ke

ABE'S CONEY ISLAND RESTAURANT, at the
other end of downtown, corner of Hamil-
ton & Michigan and across from the pro-
posed new EMU Business School, will soon
be open. Awnings & signs are up. Look
for it!

Ak dekdekdek

The exciting new front on the old Mack &
Mack building (211-215 W, Michigan), now
owned by Tom & Jean Fagan, has caused a

stir, Remember the fifties metal facade?
Take a look at the renovations and paint
job and see if you don't like it,

dekkhkkkkk

Three cheers for the news that Bill
Kinley of Phenix Construction has pur-
chased the building at the corner of

N. Washington and Pearl, directly
across from the front of Woodruff's
Grove. After the financial collapse of
an earlier project underway there, this
is good news: all three flcors, in-
cluding the basement, will become a
lively mix of office and service space,

HIGH TEA AFTER HOME TOUR?

An Edwardian Fashion Show and High
English Tea will be presented in the
Grand Salon of St. Luke's Episcopal
Church on Sat and Sun, Aug 22 and 23,
at 4:00 pm (of coursel), At this
featured event of the Festival, you
can travel back to an era of style &
grace. The program features an hour
and a half of authentic fashions from
1837-1910 when the Edwardian Era was
at its height, Violin & piano music
from the period will be featured while
you enjoy your English Tea and Cakes,

Donations, $5 at the door., St. Luke's
is in the heart of the Historic Dis-
trict, one block north of Michigan Ave,
at 120 North Huron,

ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE REPORT

Not only will EMU's Schoolhouse Committee
have a booth at Festival in Riverside
Park, but they'll sell T-shirts & bal-
loons, pass out Schoolhouse brochures, &
have a float in the Saturday parade! The
T-shirts are great - if you'd like to be
ahead of the crowd and wear one of these,
either white or green (of course!), de-
signer specials before they are copied by
every couturier in Ypsilanti, you may
purchase them in advance by calling Nat
Edmunds, 482-5218. $§10. A reunion of
former students & teachers from the Town
Hall School will be held on Sun, Aug 12,
12:30 pm, at McKenny Hall. Lunch will be
served. All Schoolhouse Committee members
also invited., For more information &/or
commitments to this project, financial or
otherwige, call Greg Schupra, Development
Office, EMU, 487-1387,

We hardly need tell Festival visitors
about the new pedestrian tridge between
Riverside Park, Frog Island & Depot Town.
As we go to press, only the pilings are
in, but work is scheduled for completiom
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Grove, After the financial collapse of
an earlier project underway there, this
is good news: all three floors, in-
cluding the basement, will become a
lively mix of office and service space,

Fedevedededededek

The Public Library's appearance has
been enhanced greatly by the new paint
on the windows which perfectly matches
the bronze color of the handsome doors.
And the petunias are back in the front
window boxes. Now, let's start a cam-
paign (or a garden club?) to see that
boxes on the west side will be planted
and, hopefully, the east side sills
will someday have boxes full of
flowerg, too - especially now that the
appearance of the little park has been
80 much improved by the work on the
lovely little fountain.

*hkkkkkkkk

The new dowmtown entrywaye are now well
underway, with plantings in front of
the library and around the fountain, at
the river, & on Huron at Ferris. Not
only will there be trees & flowering
shrubs, but daylilies & marigolds will
brighten our world all summer and fall)

We hardly need tell Festival visitors
about the new pedestrian tridge between
Riverside Park, Frog Island & Depot Town.
As we go to press, only the pilings are
in, but work is scheduled for completion
by Festival. Ypsilantians and visitors
will have a new sensation of proximity
to the waters of the mighty Huron not
experienced since the days of the primi-
tive crossings referred to in Colburn's
History (1923) of the town.

MORE FROM DOWNTOWN:

The Maxtons (formerly Greene's) at 104-
106 W. Michigan, are almost finished
with their facade improvements, in-
cluding the replacement of the aluminum
storefront windows with more historic
wood-framed windows.

dedededededededeke

The sidewalk planters are looking ter-
rific this year - probably due to paid
maintenance courtesy of the Main Street
Program, plants courtesy of the CBC, &
the recommendations of historic land-
scape specialist, Scott Kunst. (The
cannas are the perfect centerpieces!)



At least TWO historic cast iron fences
have been installed - and in most appro-
priate places! - over the past year., The
first is at Bill Fennel's 1840 brick
house at 202 8. Huron. The second is at
Howard and LuAnn Booth's majestic 1848
house at 7 N, Normal! See the latter on
HOME TOUR!

CONGRATULATIONS TO POLICE CHIEF HUFF and
all his crew for making Ypsilanti a
safer (and happier) place to work and
live! Thanks, and ever thanks!

The Water Tower, please note, has recent-
ly received eome tender loving care, with
repair and restoration work in the door-

ways, after vandals had damaged the hand-
some doors. Nice, sensitive job, Thanks
again, YCUA!

All over town, handsome buildings are
emerging from behind false facades and
synthetic siding - each one like the un-
wrapping of a Christmas package - a
wonderful gift to this once tired old
town now coming to life again!

And flowers keep springing up everywhere!
Not only is the classic beauty of the
library enhanced and made more cheerful
by boxes of colorful petunias, but all of
North Huron seems to have blossomed, in-
spired, no doubt, by Chuck Soule's plant-
ings last year at 0ld Town Hall!

For a drive-by joy ride of gardems, here
are a few you shouldn't miss:

- Paul Searon's banks of bright geraniums
and marigolds around his bungalow at
192 Qak

the completely new garden in front of &
along the alley beside the house at
112 Perrin

the three gardens in a row on S, Summit
12, 14, and 22! (note the noteable
paint jobs on 12 and 22 as welll)

again, both garden and paint job at
302 Oak - perfect Victorian setting!

you might want to see the plantings at
515 N, Adams - and other addresses in
that immediate vicinity, too,

don't miss the magnificent gardens at
301 N, Grove (corner of High)

HISTORIC STRUCTURE MARKER AWARDS 1987

You might also enjoy driving by these
properties, just to see the choices
made this year by the Heritage Found-
ation in awarding property owners for
their maintenance, restoration, &/or
renovation of historic properties:

111 West Cross
Robert & Suzanne Carr
Built: 1926
Style: Colonial Revival

321 East Cross
Thomas James
Built: ¢, 1860
Style: Carpenter Gothic

313 East Cross
Scott & Mary Kay Riley
Built: ¢, 1885
Style: Queen Anne

427 North Hamilton
Barry & Diane LaRue
Built: <. 1885
Style: Queen Anne

514 Fairview
Rosemary Bennett
Built: 1932
Style: Period Tudor

916 Grant
Christopher & Lynne Kochmanski
Built: 1927
Style: Bungalow

111 Perrin
Jack Harris & Cliff Larkins
Built: c. 1860
Style: Carpenter Gothic

The Water Tower, Cross & Summit
Ypsilanti Community Utilities
Authority
Built: 1889
Style: Late Victorian



